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open hatchway, with the stream pouring through. The banks
are bushy, and over the deepest part of the pool the stem of a
large ash projects into the river. Yesterday, when the water
was lower, the keeper saw a four-pounder lying under that
stem. Between the weir and the trees it is an awkward spot, 5
but difficulty is the charm of fly-fishing. The dangerous drop
% must be taken off; a drop fly is only fit for open water,
where there is neither weed nor stump. The March brown
is sent skimming at the tail of the casting line, to be dropped,
if possible, just, above the ash, and to be carried under it by the IQ
stream. It has been caught in a root, so it seems ; or it is
foul somewhere. Surely no fish ever gave so dead a pull.
No; it is no root. The line shoots under the bank. There
is a broad flash of white just below the surface, a moment's
struggle, the rod springs straight, and the line comes back un- ^5
broken. The March brown is still floating at the end of it.
It was a big fish, perhaps the keeper's very big one ; he must
have been lightly hooked, and have rubbed the fly out of his
mouth.
But let us look closer. The red-spinner had played false in 20
the morning; may not something like it have befallen the March
brown? Something like it, indeed. The hook has straight-
ened out as if, instead of steel, it had been made of copper. A
pretty business! I try another, and another, with the same re-
sult. The heavy trout take them, and one bends and the next 25
breaks.    Oh I-----------1    Well for Charles Kingsley that he
was gone before he heard of a treason which would have broken
his trust in man. You, in whose praise I have heard him so
often eloquent! You who never dealt in shoddy goods. You
who were faithful if all else were faithless, and redeemed the 30
credit of English tradesmen I You had not then been in the
school of progress and learnt that it was the buyer's business
to distinguish good from bad. You never furnished your
customers with cheap and nasty wares, fair-looking to the eye
and worthless to the touch and trial. In those days you dealt 35